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Pan-Slavs might get the upper hand and threaten peaceful
relations between Germany and Russia. He hoped by a
treaty to bind his successors. Six weeks later he again
brought up the subject and urged the renewal of the treaty.
He was willing to make any changes Germany wanted, or
even to have merely an exchange of notes, or at any rate
some kind of a written agreement between the two coun-
tries. Since a further refusal on Germany's part might
tend to drive Russia into the arms of France, Schweinitz
advised "some kind of a written agreement which, even if
it became known, could not be used against us." Just after ,
this advice reached Berlin, Bismarck gave an interview to
a Russian journalist, which alarmed the German Foreign
Office,53 and made them fear that even if the Tsar were
discreet, the irritated ex-Chancellor might let the dangerous
cat out of the bag. The leading Foreign Office officials—.
Marschall, Holstein, Kiderlen, and Raschdau—all hastened
to write memorials against a renewal of the Re-insurance
Treaty or anything resembling it; and the Kaiser and
Caprivi accepted their view. Schweinitz was told positively
to drop the whole matter. Thus fell one of the main props
of Bismarck's balance between Russia and Austria. Russia
was left isolated and more ready to listen to the solicitous
voice of the republican radicals on the Seine.
Historians have generally exaggerated the non-renewal
of the Re-insurance Treaty as a factor in the formation of
the Franco-Russian Alliance. This is due partly to Bis-
marck himself. Esteemed by the German people as a demi-
god, but neglected by the young Emperor and the new
Court, the lonely and morose old man at Friedrichsruh
filled the columns of the Hamburyer Nachrichten with ill-
natured articles justifying his own successful policies and
bitterly criticizing anonymously those of his successor:
"Least of all is it Germany's business to support Austria's
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